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What is Music Censorship & 
How does it affect society? 

–  What is Music Censorship 

–  The Radio Act 

–  What is music and what does it affect 

–  Art Being Important 

–  Censorship is supposed to be a good thing to protect children and cultures from 
hate speech but it limits the freedom of expression 

–  Music is huge in the social world 



What is Music Censorship 

–  “suppression of words, images, or ideas that are 'offensive.”(Study.com) 

–  Censorship is done by the law or through the pressure of society 

–  It basically where people tell us what to do with our music. 



What is Music? What does music 
affect? 

–  “Music is a free expression of the ideas, traditions and emotions of individuals 
and of peoples. It may express musicians’ hopes and aspirations, their joys and 
sorrows, their very identity as a culture.” 

–  Basically literature in art form 

–  “Music censorship has been implemented by states, religions, educational 
systems, families, retailers and lobbying groups – and in most cases they violate 
international conventions of human rights.” 



The Radio Act 
 

–  Was a way for the government to go around the 1st amendment, allowing them  
to control what gets to be on the radio. 

–  Radio stations would be fined for referencing sex, in the 1970’s. 

–  The FCC, had to regulate communications and they were the ones to intervene 
on certain explicit content publicity with music; some examples they had to film 
Elvis from the waist up, and forced artists to change lyrics referring to drugs and 
sex. 



Why is Art Important? 

–  Picasso said, "All art is a lie that helps us to see the truth 
better.“(www.noisebetweenstations.com) 

–  Art is a way for us to escape the outside world, also for us to look into ourselves. 

–  “Art, whether it be literature, theatre, visual arts, or music, by way of its 
difference from reality, gives us a mental pinch so that we may awake and 
perceive the truth with new eyes.”(www.noisebetweenstations.com) 

–  Art can be a way of communication 



Censoring only one genre/ 
Censorship 

–  Most people will censor rock & roll or rap music saying its offensive but it all 
reality its not all the time. Its just peoples opinion about not liking the genre 

–  Censorship usually targets lyrics, but some claim that the actual music is what's 
really being targeted. 

–  In this century, jazz, bebop, swing, rock n' roll, and rap have all had 
detractors.”(www.noisebetweenstations.com) 

–  Some attacks are motivated by racism which is truly sad. 

	



“So What” 

–  So art is a very important thing that brings us joy, but there are people who will 
be against that, and will censor certain things. 

–  Censorship also goes against the 1st amendment freedom of speech, & even the 
government has found a loophole around it. 

–  Most music is censored based on lyrics, the actual music, or even based on 
racism 
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