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 2       From the President 

From the President
Many of the rights and the duties of citizenship are first experienced while a student is attending 
college. We recognize this fact and the role we play as educators in providing a forum for students 
to learn and practice the pillars of our democracy. We also recognize the public role we play 
in this matter. This spring semester, our second-annual WU-mester will cover the theme of 
citizenship and suffrage by weaving the topics into course offerings, lectures, panel discussions, 
and historical and artistic exhibitions. It will be an exciting opportunity to bring experts together 
and engage our students and the public in these conversations.

Suffrage was chosen because we celebrate in 2020 the 100th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, which granted suffrage to women, and the 150th anniversary of the 15th 
Amendment, which granted suffrage to African-American men. From our founding nearly 
155 years ago, Washburn University has been at the forefront of providing equal access to 
education. Voting is another right we have always strongly believed in, and we have the 
opportunity, if not the obligation, to encourage civil discourse and critical thinking when 
students exercise this right. In 1913, soon after Kansas women were first granted the right to 
vote in all elections, Washburn faculty “urgently begged” women to register to vote before the 
upcoming primaries and “be prepared to vote intelligently,” according to a Washburn Review 
article. That effort continues, and we were recently named a Voter Friendly Campus in no 
small part because of the collaborative efforts by leadership within the Washburn College 
Republicans and Washburn College Democrats. I have been struck by the collegiality between 
these organizations. It is partisan, but agreeable partisanship.

I encourage you, as alumni and friends, to join us in the discussions and events surrounding 
citizenship and suffrage and the challenges people face in America and around the world. 
Starting in February, the Mulvane Art Museum’s new acquisition of photos from Pulitzer 
Prize-winning photographer Brian Lanker will be on display. We acquired the prints featured 
in Lanker’s book “I Dream a World: Portraits of Black Women who Changed America.” I 
hope when visiting this exhibit, you gain a new perspective on the struggles of women and 
African-Americans to gain and exercise their right to vote. In June, WU-mester will culminate 
with Sunflower Music Festival’s debut of an original composition focusing on the evolution of 
women’s voting rights.

This issue of The Ichabod features information about WU-mester and the events you are 
encouraged to attend. We also feature the stories of alumni, students, faculty and staff who are 
working every day to keep and enhance our citizenship and voting rights. I encourage you to 
be a part of the conversation.
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In an election year, census year and year that celebrates 
milestone anniversaries of the right to vote in the United 
States, the theme of this year’s WU-mester, citizenship 
and suffrage, is not only timely, but important. 
Washburn University will make the topic prevalent in 
many of its courses and events this spring semester.

2020 is the 150th anniversary of the adoption  
of the 15th Amendment, which gave voting rights  
to black men in 1870, and the 100th anniversary  
of the adoption of the 19th Amendment, which  
gave voting rights to women in 1920. Washburn  
will be a part of the national discussion surrounding 
these anniversaries.

“On top of that, questions surrounding citizenship 
and immigration – who counts as American – have 
been very much swirling in the public sphere and 
on campuses across the country,” said Kara Kendall-
Morwick, associate professor, English.

The idea for WU-mester came from Washburn’s 
academic diversity and inclusion committee as an 
effort to bring together discussions in and out of the 
classroom concerning issues of diversity and inclusion. 
The inaugural WU-mester in spring 2019 covered 
freedom of speech and expression.

“WU-mester came about as a way to bridge different 
parts of the Washburn community and foster an in-
depth, extended conversation,” Kendall-Morwick said. 
“We are hoping to harness the energy surrounding 
these topics and engage our campus in important 
conversations about them.”

Kelly Erby, assistant dean, College of Arts and 
Sciences, and associate professor, history, is chair of 
the academic diversity and inclusion committee that 
coordinates WU-mester.

“We want to consider citizenship and suffrage 
broadly,” Erby said. “What has citizenship and 

Citizenship, Suffrage
Anniversaries of 15th and 19th Amendments will drive discussions this semester

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

 6        Campus News 

Photo by Peggy Clark



suffrage meant in this country, but also in other 
countries, and how has it changed over time?  
How has citizenship has been used to bond people  
to their nation and how has it also been used to 
exclude people?”

Discussing citizenship is especially important to 
the Office of University Diversity and Inclusion, 
according to Melisa Posey, program coordinator.

“We’ll think about citizenship in a broad sense of 
who belongs and who doesn’t belong,” she said. 
“I'm not sure everyone feels like they belong. I hope 
that they do, but I think that is precisely how our 
office came to be on a campus. I think colleges and 
universities were realizing they had a lot of work to 
do around a growing, more diverse population.”

Several panel discussions will bring together 
Washburn faculty and other experts on topics related 
to the theme. A photography exhibit at the Mulvane 
Art Museum will showcase important black women 
in history. Exhibits by the American Bar Association 
and the League of Women Voters will look at the 
19th Amendment. Various course offerings will 
visit the theme, as will film showings and other 
presentations.

“Research shows that if you can connect  
co-curricular events back to academics and back  
to the classroom, the classroom experience and  
co-curricular experience can be more meaningful  
for the students,” Erby said.

The hope is to challenge the student or attendee 
across many academic disciplines.

“One thing I hope will happen – and we did see it 
happen last year with the free speech topic – is, we 
have a topic that everyone thinks they have some 
familiarity with,” Kendall-Morwick said. “But, as  
we dig deeper into that topic and look at the different 
ways it has been defined, contested, reshaped, how  
it differs from one part of the world to another, from 
one person's experience to another, students, I hope, 
will really start to see complexity in that seemingly 
straightforward concept, and see how it connects 
with their own lives and experiences and how  
they have something to say about this topic that is 
worth hearing.” 

Citizenship, Suffrage
Anniversaries of 15th and 19th Amendments will drive discussions this semester
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WU-mester: Citizenship and 
Suffrage
WU-mester is intended to foster a university-
wide conversation on a diversity-related topic 
that will change each spring semester. The 
goal of the program is to engage the entire 
Washburn community in a collective learning 
experience on timely subjects and help 
students see the connections between the 
subjects they study in the classroom and real-
world debates and problems. Learn more and 
see a full schedule at washburn.edu/wumester

MAJOR EVENTS  
(all events are free and open to the public)

Jan. 21 - Feb. 4 | Historical exhibit 
Washburn School of Law Library

American Bar Association: 100 Years After  
the 19th Amendment: Their Legacy, and  
Our Future

Feb. 7 - June 13 | Art exhibit  
Mulvane Art Museum 

“I Dream a World: Portraits of Black  
Women who Changed the World”

March 16-20 | League of Women Voters exhibit 
Washburn Campus

Celebrating the Centennial of the 19th 
Amendment-Women Vote: Learning from  
the Past; Imagining the Future.

March 27-28 | Conference  
suffrage.wuhistory.com 

The Right to Vote: A Conference at  
the Centennial of the 19th Amendment

June 19-27 | Orchestra and chamber music  
White Concert Hall 

Sunflower Music Festival: The Year of  
the Woman
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Party Lines
Bi-partisan efforts better equip students for citizenship roles

By Annie Flachsbarth

In a country that seems more politically divided than 
ever, Washburn University students from opposing 
sides of the political spectrum have united with a 
common goal: getting students registered to vote.

Members of the Washburn College Democrats and 
College Republicans organizations teamed up in the fall 
to encourage fellow classmates to register. Potential voters 
were enticed with donuts at an event on National Voter 
Registration day on Sept. 24, 2019, and again with pizza 
at an event the week before the Kansas voter registration 
deadline of Oct. 15, 2019. But students got more than 
just free food — they got a chance to learn more about 
and prepare to take part in the democratic process. 

College Republicans and College Democrats were on 
site to answer questions and persuade students to make 
informed decisions when they go to the polls. Between 
the two events, 83 students checked or updated their 
registrations and 47 students registered to vote.

The initiative relates to the spring 2019 WU-mester 
theme of citizenship and suffrage. In its second year, 
WU-mester engages the entire Washburn community 

in discussion on a theme to make connections between 
what’s studied in the classroom and real-world issues. 
Eric Grospitch, Washburn’svice president for student life, 
sees the conversations happening on campus as a shining 
example of setting students up to be lifelong learners. 

“You can’t turn the TV on right now without realizing 
there are issues we need to be addressing,” Grospitch 
said. “Encouraging students to engage in those 
conversations together has been a fantastic benefit.”

Not a Lost Generation 
As an estimated 80-million strong generation in 
the United States, millennials are likely to play a 
large role in upcoming elections. Washburn College 
Republicans president Charlee Bonczkowski, a junior 
business major, stressed the importance of educating 
her fellow classmates. 

“I don't think a lot of students fully realize the impact 
elections can have on their future,” Bonczkowski said. 
“I believe that's why it’s the College Republicans and 
Democrats job to get them involved and encourage 
them to register to vote.”

In a bi-partisan effort led by student political groups, the Washburn community has created a September 11 memorial 
each of the last two years to honor the 2,977 victims of the 2001 terrorist attacks. Photo Emily DeShazer
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Both organizations have members who are active 
in local and state campaigns. Washburn College 
Democrats president Jackson Woods, a junior 
sociology major, believes there will continue to be an 
uptick in student participation.

“A lot of people didn't like the results of the 2016 
election,” Woods said. “It was a bit of a wakeup call. I 
see a lot more people wanting to get involved.” 

Among those getting involved is Jane Billinger, ba ’12. 
Billinger has been active in politics in a variety of ways 
since graduation. She was involved in county politics 
in Kansas City, Kansas, and has helped with several 
state-level campaigns in Kansas, Maryland and West 
Virginia. She was also involved with both the 2012 
and 2016 presidential campaigns. Billinger believes it’s 
her civic duty to exercise voting rights.

“I was taught if you care about something, you have 
to contribute. I care about what's going to happen in 
my neighborhood, so I want to make sure the people 
running my neighborhood support my interests,” 
Billinger said. “We talk so much about how voting is 
everyone’s basic right, but so many people aren’t afforded 
that right even now – so it’s important we get involved.”

Through efforts to increase student voter registrations 
over the last few years, Washburn’s student voting rate 
in 2018 was 46.0%, up from 29.1% in 2014 and above 
the national institution average of 39.1% – a phenomenal 
outcome for midterm elections, which typically see fewer 
voters at the polls. As a result, Washburn has been named 

a voter-friendly campus by the National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators. 

Creating a Dialogue 
Bi-partisan collaboration at Washburn isn’t new 
with voter registration drives. In 2017 and 2019, the 
two groups joined forces to hold public forums in 
which city council and mayoral candidates discussed 
local issues with students. Then in 2018, the groups 
collaborated with a September 11 memorial. 

“Together, we placed 2,977 miniature American 
flags on the student Union lawn in remembrance of 
the 2,977 victims in the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001,” Bonczkowski said. 

They created a similar memorial in 2019.

“We have students at Washburn who weren't born at 
the time of the attacks. It’s crazy to think that it's been 
that long, but it's still so pervasive in the culture,” 
Woods said. “Educating people about what happened 
that day and working together on that has been an 
advantage to Washburn.”

Grospitch is proud of the work the College Democrats 
and College Republicans are doing together. 

“Even though they fundamentally disagree with each 
other on many levels, they’re still doing it,” Grospitch 
said. “I think when we talk about the importance of 
civil discourse, our students are really showing not 
only is it possible, but we're better for it.”

Washburn students have been active in voter registration drives for many years. Thanks to students like these seen 
at the Community Involvement Fair, the voting rate on campus was seven points higher than the national average in 
2018. Photo Emily DeShazer
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The oldest art museum in Kansas celebrated its 
95th birthday in late September with a special 
announcement of its acquisition of Brian Lanker’s 
photographs from his book “I Dream A World: 
Portraits of Black Women Who Changed America.”

Brian Lanker, a 1973 Pulitzer Prize winner when he 
was a photographer with the Topeka Capital-Journal, 
published the book in 1989. The exhibition and book 
presents an African-American female view of the world, 
accompanied by the critically-acclaimed portraits and a 
forward written by Maya Angelou. The book “I Dream 
A World” is out of print, but Lanker's family maintained 
the original portraits that toured internationally. They 
have not been exhibited for 20 years.

“Acquiring this renowned collection of Lanker’s 
photographs will continue to drive the conversation on 
the historical importance of African-American women 
in a city that was an epicenter of civil rights and the 
start of Lanker’s career,” said Connie Gibbons, director, 
Mulvane Art Museum at Washburn University. “We are 
thrilled to have these exceptional photographs available 
for the patrons of the Mulvane Art Museum.”

The first exhibition of the photographs at the Mulvane 
will be the public opening on Friday, Feb. 14, 2020, 
and it will remain on view until June 13, 2020. The 
exhibition will enhance conversations surrounding 
WU-mester, a series of events and courses exploring the 
theme of citizenship and suffrage this spring semester. 

Richard Ross, ba ’71, jd ’75, former president and now 
honorary board member of the Mulvane Art Museum, 
helped acquire the portraits with others in the Topeka 
area and donors who knew it was important for 
Washburn to have the collection. Today, 22 of the 75 
women in the book are alive, and the Mulvane hopes 
some of them will visit the exhibit.

“The importance of the exhibit is in the biographies. 
These women are truly amazing, and it’s inspiring,” 
Ross said. “While some of the women in the book, 
like Oprah Winfrey, are well known, they are not 
all famous. Some had a common life, but Lanker 
thought everyone was significant in her own way. He 
interviewed and visited with all 75 women and didn’t 
have anyone hesitate to tell her story.”

Lanker, who passed away in 2011, started his career 
in photojournalism at the Topeka Capital-Journal, 
where in addition to winning the Pulitzer Prize for 
feature photography, he was twice named Newspaper 
Photographer of the Year. His work for LIFE 
Magazine and Sports Illustrated received numerous 
international awards. 

Stunning Collection
Mulvane acquires photos from Pulitzer Prize winner’s book

By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org 

Maya Angelou (top) and Rosa Parks are two 
influential women featured in the book and the 
collection Washburn is acquiring. Images courtesy of 
Brian Lanker Estate

For information on group tours or events, 
please visit washburn.edu/mulvane.
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Fighting Words
Washburn alumna active in national suffrage work prior to 1920 amendment

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

The words and actions of a Washburn alumna more 
than 100 years ago helped fuel the national fight for 
women to vote.

“I am from Kansas, a full-voting citizen of that 
state,” said Marian (McGaw) Wellhouse, ba 1911, 
in a Topeka State Journal article in 1916. Earlier 
that year, she moved to Boston to be part of the 
national women’s suffrage movement. Kansas allowed 
women to vote in all elections, but in moving to 
Massachusetts, she lost that right.

“I have lost, thru no fault of my own, the first right 
of a citizen; and I protest against such interstate 
discrimination,” she said. “I never realized…my 
political rights would be taken away from me – that 
they are not safeguarded by the national government.”

Four years later, on Aug. 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment 
was adopted, allowing women to vote in all elections 
nationwide. Washburn University is commemorating 
the 100th anniversary of that amendment and the 150th 
anniversary of the 15th Amendment allowing black men 
to vote. The second-annual WU-mester will discuss the 
theme of citizenship and suffrage this spring.

Kansas recognized a woman’s right to vote in municipal 
elections in 1887. That same year, Argonia, Kansas, 
elected the nation’s first female mayor. In 1912, Kansas 
became the eighth state to allow equal voting rights to 

women, meaning they could vote 
for president and Congressional 
representatives. Washburn faculty 
encouraged women to register to 
vote in the upcoming national 
election that year. Their registration 
drive had strong results. The 
Washburn chapter of the College 
Equal Suffrage Association brought 

in the national founder in 1912. In 1913, the women’s 
debate team argued against requiring an educational 
qualification for voting. They won that debate. 

An active student during her time at Washburn, 
Wellhouse later served as secretary of the Topeka 
chapter of the Woman’s Party, an organization 
working toward women’s suffrage. In 1916, she was 
part of the national efforts of the Woman’s Party and 
the Congressional Union, two suffrage organizations 
that later merged. She was one of three Congressional 
Union members to speak to Massachusetts U.S. Rep. 
Richard Olney, Jr., in November 1916. After meeting 
with the women, according to the Boston Post, Olney 
told the activists he felt “perfectly sure the federal 
amendment granting franchise to the women of the 
country will pass.” It did, but he voted against it.

Wellhouse was at the March 4, 1917, Grand Picket where 
more than 1,000 women marched around the White 
House before President Woodrow Wilson’s second 
inauguration. A Washington Times article states she 
carried the banner for Kansas during the demonstration.

She married Frederick Wellhouse in 1918, and he was 
called to military service toward the end of World 
War I. Records indicate she likely lived with him on 
a base or was back with family in Topeka when the 
19th Amendment was ratified. She and her husband 
later moved to California where they raised three 
children. She died in 1955, likely having voted in the 
nine presidential elections since her voice and actions 
helped pass the 19th Amendment. 

Suffragists demonstrate outside the White House 
in this 1917 photo. Marian (McGaw) Wellhouse 
participated in the Grand Picket in 1917 at the White 
House. Photo courtesy of Library of Congress

Marian (McGaw) 
Wellhouse

Stunning Collection
Mulvane acquires photos from Pulitzer Prize winner’s book
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Celebrating Suffrage
Alumnus brings awareness, access to roles of citizenship

By Angela Lutz

One hundred years ago sounds like a long time, but 
the 19th Amendment that granted women the right to 
vote in 1920 is just as significant today. At Nashville 
Public Library in Tennessee, library director and 
Washburn University alumnus Kent Oliver, ba ’77, 
is honoring this critical component of democracy by 
spearheading a multimedia experience celebrating 
the amendment. Opening this spring, the Votes 
for Women exhibit will allow essential discussions 
surrounding citizens’ rights and the importance of 
voting to take place in a modern context.

“Suffrage is not a term just used for women and 
voting, but it’s a term used for voting in general,” 
Oliver said. “We think public libraries are maybe the 
most important institution in our democracy. We 
think it’s important that a library really celebrate the 
opportunity to vote and talk about the importance of 
the vote for our society to move forward.”

Nashville is a fitting location for the exhibit. The 
Tennessee legislature cast the clinching vote to ratify 
the 19th Amendment in 1920, more than half a 
century after the women’s suffrage movement began. 
Additionally, much of the activity surrounding that tie-
breaking decision happened at the historic Hermitage 
Hotel, only a block away from the library. Oliver said 
Votes for Women will highlight Tennessee’s historical 
role and contribute to the library’s mission of reaching 
all members of the community.

“Information is such a valuable commodity,” Oliver 
said. “We can have all kinds of debates about 
misinformation, but I think libraries help people make 
decisions with the best information possible. We’re 
very much about helping people come to their own 
conclusions through an intellectual freedom process 
where we provide access to all sides of issues.”

At Washburn University, history Professor Rachel 
Goossen also insists it’s vital to continue talking about 
how women gained the right to vote. She has been 
teaching 20th century U.S. social history for more 
than 20 years, and part of that includes the story of 
women’s suffrage – a story many of her students are 
hearing for the first time. 

“I’m always so amazed – many students did not 
know this story,” Goossen said. “It’s one of the most 
inspiring stories we have in our nation’s history. When 
students do learn this story, I think it affects how they 
think of their own right to vote, and they don’t take 
the right to vote for granted.”

According to Goossen, women’s suffrage in America 
gained traction at the same time as similar movements 
around the world, particularly in New Zealand and 
Scandinavian countries. It also dovetailed with the 
rising prominence of other women’s rights issues, 
including property rights and divorce rights, as well 
as the civil rights movement. For decades after the 
19th Amendment passed, many African-Americans 

Rachel Goossen considers the fight for women’s 
suffrage in the United States to be one of the nation’s 
most inspiring stories. Photo by Doug Stremel
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Celebrating Suffrage
Alumnus brings awareness, access to roles of citizenship

continued to be denied access to voting through poll 
taxes, literacy tests and other barriers.

This spring, Washburn’s annual WU-mester, which is 
intended to foster a University-wide conversation on 
a diversity-related topic, has a citizenship and suffrage 
theme. This will give students the chance to discuss 
the rights and responsibilities of citizenship both in 
the United States and around the world.

“We consider (women’s suffrage) to be a 72-year 
struggle,” Goossen said. “The roots of it date back 
to 1848, when Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and a variety of other advocates got together 
and discussed their grievances about the lack of 
women’s rights in the country at that time. Voting 
was not their sole cause, but it was part of a whole 
constellation of human rights issues, including 
abolition of slavery, that they worked on in a 
concerted and diligent way.”

Oliver sees a strong connection between his history 
degree and his current role as a library director, and he 
credits his time studying at Washburn and working at 

the Topeka Public Library with helping grow his love 
of stories and their role in intellectual discovery.

“There’s an element of story in history, and that is the 
part I’ve always found intriguing,” Oliver said. “I’ve 
always wondered what went on before us and how we 
got here, and I think there’s a lot of history tied up in 
library work.”

Oliver’s work at the library also seeks to address 
modern challenges related to citizenship, literacy and 
other social issues. To help people gain access to the 
resources they need, Oliver ensures the library and its 
programs are visible in the community. He believes 
knowing and talking about our shared history is 
fundamental to ensuring everyone continues to enjoy 
the right to vote, a sentiment echoed by Goossen.

“It’s actually a broader human right to be able to 
participate fully in the political process,” Goossen 
said. “It’s a privilege to be able to vote, but there’s also 
a responsibility to make sure that other people’s rights 
are not trampled over in the way that women’s were 
for many years.” 

Kent Oliver, ba ’77, is director of the Nashville Public Library. The main branch will display the Votes for Women 
exhibit this spring to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment. He says it’s important for libraries to 
be part of efforts to enhance voting rights. Photo by the Nashville Public Library




