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Books Challenged/Banned 

 

Bridge to Terabithia – Katherine Paterson (Pub. 1977) 
�  1992 – Mechanicsburg, Penn. 

� Challenged in school district because of “profanity and references to witchcraft” 

�  1996 – Pulaski Township, Penn. 

�  Removed from 5th grade classrooms of New Brighton Area School District due to 
“profanity, disrespect for adults, and an elaborate fantasy world” that “might lead to 
confusion.” 

�  2002 – Cromwell, Conn. 

� Challenged in Cromwell middle schools (along with Newbery Award-winning book, 
“The Witch of Blackbird Pond” and the “Harry Potter” books in general) because they 
are “satanic [and] a danger to our children.” 

� Argued that the “witchcraft” displayed in the books equates with the religion of 
Wicca, and because Wicca is an organized religion, it violates the First 
Amendment concept against the establishment of religion by the government 

 



Books Challenged/Banned 

The Witches – Roald Dahl (Pub. 1983) 
�  1992 – Escondido, Calif. 

�  Fear of desensitizing kids to violence and increasing the interest in witchcraft 

�  1992 – La Mesa-Spring Valley, Calif. 

� Depiction of witches as ordinary women that children can’t defend against and 
promoting Wiccan and witchcraft 

 



Harry Potter series VS. Witchcraft 

�  Since Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was published in the U.S., the series has been 
challenged. 

�  Most frequently challenged book in the U.S. in 1999, according to American Library Association. 

�  Harry Potter series, three of which were published in the U.S. in 1999, made the list of the 
top 100 most frequently challenged books of the decade 1990-1999 (#48), even though 
they were only out for part of one year of the decade. 

�  The series topped the most frequently challenged list of 2000-2009. 

�  Series shifted the censors’ attention to fantasy with challenges asserting that Harry 
Potter glorified magic and the occult, confusing children and leading them to attempt to 
emulate the spells and curses they read about.  



Banned: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone 

�  1999 
�  California - Parents objected to the book's use in two Moorpark elementary schools 

�  Colorado - Parents objected at Douglas County schools 

�  New York - Parents objected in suburban Buffalo among other districts 

�  South Carolina - Challenged in schools because "the book has a serious tone of death, hate, lack of respect, 
and sheer evil.“ 

�  2000 

�  Ontario, Canada - Challenged but retained in the Durham School District because of witchcraft 

�  Brisbane, Australia - Banned from Christian Outreach College library, being considered violent and dangerous 

�  Alabama - Challenged but retained in Arab school libraries, claiming the author "is a member of the occult 
and the book encourages children to practice witchcraft.“ 

�  California 

�  Challenged but retained in the Simi Valley School District after a parent complained the book was violent, 
anti-family, had a religious theme, and lacked educational value. 

�  Challenged but retained at the Orange Grove Elementary School for magic and bad experiences. 

�  Challenged in the Fresno Unified School District by a religious group voicing concerns about sorcery and 
witchcraft. 



Banned: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone 

�  Florida - Challenged in six Santa Rosa County schools in Pace for witchcraft. 

�  Iowa - Challenged in Cedar Rapids school libraries because the book romantically portrays witches, warlocks, 
wizards, goblins, and sorcerers 

�  Illinois - Challenged but retained in Frankfort School District 157-C after parents complained of lying and smart-aleck 
retorts to adults. 

�  Michigan 

�  Zeeland schools restricted the book to parental permission for fifth to eighth graders as well as no future 
installments would be purchased. Restrictions were overturned by the superintendent except one: teachers are 
prohibited from reading the book aloud to students below sixth grade. Restrictions placed because the book 
contained an intense story line, violence, and wizardry. Removed from Bridgeport Township public school for 
promoting witchcraft 

�  New Hampshire - Challenged but retained in the Newfound Area School District in Bristol despite complaints the 
book was scary. 



Arguments against Fantasy/Harry Potter 

�  Criticism of Quality 

�  The argument that fantasy isn’t well written 

�  Escapism 

�  The idea that readers are running away from reality and the novels don’t depict the here-and-
now 

�  Clashing worldviews 

�  The books don’t depict realistic settings or situations and could confuse young readers, making 
them believe it is real 

�  One source said the worldview of a piece of literature is often the heart of parental concern 

�  Religion 

�  The books don’t depict messages of Christian faith or morals, therefore they are not seen as good 
novels for children to read. 



Red Flag Words 

�  Devil 

�  Witch 

�  Wizards 

�  Wizardry 

�  Spells/potions 

�  Warlocks, goblins, mystical creatures, dragons, and sorcerers 

 

�  Devil and witch are seen as occult symbols 

�  Leads parents to attempt to challenge books in schools 

�  Many argue it’s because they think children will be desensitized about the real world. 



J.K Rowling’s Response 

�  Wicca is the only belief system or religion which doesn't feature in her bestselling books. 

�  Says Wiccans cannot co-exist with witches and wizards at Hogwarts. 

�  While Rowling responded to questions as to why Wicca, a modern pagan religion that also 
uses the words “witch” and “wizard” to describe its members, was not represented at 
Hogwarts, Rowling said: “It's a different concept of magic to the one laid out in the books, 
so I don't really see how they can co-exist.” 

�  During a Twitter question and answer session Rowling was asked why there were no Jewish 
students in the Harry Potter series. She revealed that a Ravenclaw pupil, Anthony 
Goldstein, was a Jewish wizard. 

�  Goldstein was among the original 40 students Rowling created in Harry’s year. 



Benefits of Harry 
Potter 

� Shows insight into different 
personality types (I.e. Hogwarts 
houses), how they interact with 
others and how to work with 
people from many different 
backgrounds and personalities 

� Teach readers about kindness, 
self-ownership, creative 
thinking, leadership, and 
responsibility 

� Harry Potter shows children, 
teens and adults dealing with 
real life issues, such as death of 
a loved one, betrayal of 
friends, and coping with loss. 
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