


Background 
➔  Directed by Frederick Wiseman 

◆  Filmmaker and Documentarian 

◆  Born in Massachusetts 

◆  B.L. From Yale Law School 

◆  Won various awards 

➔  Released in 1967 

➔  Black and White 

➔  Bridgewater State Hospital for the criminally insane 

◆  Treatment of patients/inmates 



Titicut Follies: The name of 
the talent show put on by the 
inmates of the mental hospital. 
➔ Named after the nearby  

Taunton River, in the  
Native American  
language of the  
Wampanoag  
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The Case Against 
Wiseman: ➔  Approval from the Superintendent of the Massachusetts 

Correctional Institution at Bridgewater and from the State 
Commissioner of Correction 
◆  Film and use the documentary for educational 

purposes 
➔  Film festivals 
➔  Grove Press Inc. 

 
The film was decided to have gone beyond the scope of the 

consent that was granted to Wiseman, and was also an 

intrusive violation of the patients’ right to 
privacy. 



The Case For 
Wiseman: 
➔  The Supreme Court’s stance on the right to privacy in 

jail 

➔ Opinion of the inmates and their relatives 

➔  The conditions of the initial approval  

were never put into writing 



The 
Verdict ➔ The film can only be 

shown to select 

audiences 

➔  Condition 



Around the same time…  

Deinstitutionalizati
on 

Long-stay 
psychiatric 
hospitals 

Less isolated 
community mental 

health services 
Pros/
Cons 



In the 
end... ➔  The Supreme Judicial Court only allowed the film to be shown to people 

with specialized interest 
➔  The only people with enough money collectively to improve the situation 

in the mental health system were the general public  
◆  The same people who were banned from watching the film 

 
When a topic or event becomes a matter of public interest, 
the privacy of the individuals involved should not be held 

as superior, especially if it is doing more good for that 
individual than harm 
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